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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


STARE  : 


School  Medical  Officer  • 

L. W.  POLE,  M.B. , Ch.Bo (Edin. ) , D.P.K. 

.assistant  S.M.  0.  : 

M. I.  DARBY,  M.B. , Ch.B. , B.A. 0. (Belfast) 

Eye  Specialist  (Part  time)  : 

J.l.  BEALY,  M.B.  (Edin.). 


[car 


, Nose  and  Throat  Specialist  • 
T.I.  WILLIAMS , E.R.C.S.  (Edin)  . 


Oental  Surgeon  : 

T.E.  MA. TEXAS , L.R.C.P. 

. L.R.R.P.s. (Glasgow) , L 

School  Nurse  : m„  HOPKINS. 


& S . (Edin. ) , 
.D.S. , R.C.S. 

(Edin. ) . 


School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  • 

G*  GREENE, 

G.M.  ROBERTS,  S.  THOMAS . 

)rthopaedic  Sister  : 

M.G-.  THOMAS  (resigned  August  ,1939) . 
M.  HUGHES  (assumed  duty  Sept.  1939). 

total  Assistant  : m.  MORGAN. 

Ihief  clerk  : w.J.  SYMMONS. 

;lerk  : ja  DAVIES. 


• 
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- 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  GE.  ARRAN GEMENT S - 
■^Children  in  the  same  age  groups  as  in 
-former  years  were  medically  inspected 
at  the  schools.  Special  examinations 
..  cf  children  prior  to  their  selection 
;fcr  attendance  at  the  Pennine  camp-  and 
of  children 'referred  to  the  medical 
inspection  clinic  were  also  undertaken, 

NUMBER  OP  CHILDREN  ON  REGISTERS, 

AND  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1S40 

(a)  the  number  cf  children  on 

school  registers  was  . „ . «g=pas 

(d)  the  air«rage  attendance  for 
the  y^ar  was  # 

(c)  the  percentage  for  the 


year  was 


scnoois  oo  provide  an  Infant  and 
Nursery  school  was  com-nleteri  -in 


140  entrants 


- 81 


coys  59 

201 
i?  — 


group-  178 
group  - 368 


- 141 
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The  number  of  children  referred  to 
the  weekly  medical  inspection  clinic  was 
211,  exclusive  of  581  children  examined 
as  to  their  fitness  to  attend  the  school 
Camp,  pendine. 

Number  of  re-inspections  was  182. 


HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS.-  Por  reasons  of 
space,  the  tables  usually  set  out  of 
heights  and  weights  have  not  been  included 
in  this  report. 


CLOTHING.  - 

"Pair”-  148  children  - 9.30$  (1938-5.98$) 
"Bad”  - 47  " - 2.95$  (1938-2.92$) 


P00TGEAR.-  • ' 

"Pair”  - 89  children  - 5.60$  (1938-5.27$) 
"Bad"  - 67  " - 4.21$  (1938-2.42$) 

UN  C LEANLINE  S S . - 

Body:  Boys  41  - 5.33$  (1938-  3.27$) 

Girls  91  - 11.08$  (1938-  3.12$) 

Head;  Boys  38  - 4.95$  (1938  - 2.18$) 

Girlsl93  -23.50$.  (1938  - 9.23$) 


NUTRITION. 

1939  1938  1937 

Excellent  198-12.4$  12;6$  3i6$ 

Normal  1027-34.6$  6 83.4$' 

Slightly  subnormal  343-21.6$  17; 3$  9.6$ 

Ba-  21-  1.32$  0.6$  0.2$ 
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The  number  of  child! en  receiving 
milk  in  the  schools,  either  free  or  at 
the  cost  of  Id.  per  pint  was  2,850. 

No  precise  information  is  available 
as  to  the  effects  on  the  nutrition 
of  the  children  of  the  milk  supplied 
to  them,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  its  beneficial  influence  on  the 
nutrition  ci  children  particularly  in 
the  case  of  families  that  normally 
purchase  very  little  milk.  Milk  is 
also  available  for  consumption  at 
their  hemes  to  children  absent  from 
school  for  medical  reasons 0 


SEEN  DISEASES : - 
82  Cases 

SYS  DISEASES : - 

Blepharitis  : 64  cases 
Squint  : £5  cases 
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DEFECTIVE  VISION.  - The  following 
•table  shows  the  results  of  the  examination 
of  1,449  children. 


Defective 

Vision 

Boys 

Girls 

TOTAL 

per  os 

Both  eyes 
normal 

626 

648 

1274 

• 

87.92 

One  eye  normal 
one  eye 

slightly 

defective 

14 

22 

36 

2.49 

One  eye  normal 
one  eye  very 
defective 

29 

27 

56 

3.86 

, Both  eyes 
slightly 
defective 

2 

16 

18 

1.25 

One  slightly 
defective 
one  very 
defective 

2 

8 

10 

0.69 

Both  vor3r 
defective 

15 

40 

55 

3.79 

TGTAL 


633  761  1449  lOO-OO 


. 


■ 
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1 and  2 arc  classed  as  "good"  vision- 
90. 41  per  cent.  3 and  4 as  "fair"  vision- 
5.11  per  cent.  5 and  6 as  "bad"  vision- 
£.48  per  cent. 

Children  arc  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic 
after  being  referred  to  the  Eye  specialist 
toy  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

DEFECTIVE  BEARING . - 12  children  - 0.75  per 
cent  had  markedly  defective  hearing,  the 
whispering  test  beixxg  used. 

NOSE  AND  THROAT. - Enlarged  tonsils  of  mod- 
erate degree.  287  children  — 18.06  per  cent. 
{132  bo2~s,  155  girls.) 

Enlarged  tonsils  of  marked  degree,  65 
children  - 4.09  per  cent.  (29  boys  and  36 
girls ) . 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together 
42  children-  2.64  per  cent.  (22  boys  20  girls 

DEFECTIVE  SPEECH.  - 11  children,-  0.69  per 
cent. 


HEART  AMD  CIRCULATION  - Organic  disease  of 
tho  heart  - 9 children  0.56  per  cent.; 
functional  disease  of  the  heart  - 117  child- 


ren. 7.36  per  cent  anaemia  - 150  children 


9.43  per  cent. 

PACKETS. 40  children  shewed  some  signs  of 
deformity  resulting  from  this  disease. 

SPECIAL  EXAIvHNAT  I CHS-  The  chief  conditions 
■disc over c d aero  : - 
Skin  diseases 
”vr.  diseases 


Defective  vision  and  squint 
Anaemia 


46 

11 


97 

%j  i 


Pulmonar y tub  or cul o s i s 
Chorea 

Organic  heart  disease 


• • • 

O o • 


116 

1 

9 

20 


• • • 


■ 
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TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  * FOUND  AT  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION . 


SCHOOL  CLINIC.-  The  average  daily 
attendance  was  45.  The  number  ranged 
between  30  and  60" on  the  days  when  the 
schools  were  open.  During  all  holidays 
the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 

When  the  condition  of  a child  is 
such  that  general  treatment  is  indicated 
remedies  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt 
Extract  .are  provided.  A complete  record 
is  kept  of  all  children  receiving  cod 
Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  without  pay- 
ment and  this  is  only  issued  free  after 
parents  have  completed  a form  giving 
information  as  to  the  income  per  head 
received  every  week  by  the  parents. 

The  following  table  gives  a 
summary  cf  the  werk  of  the  School 
Clinic. 
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DULL  AND  BACKWARD  CHILDREN. 

r0.  of  children  examined  in 
1939 

Recommended  for  retention  in 
Special  Class 

Recommended  for  transfer  from 
Ordinary  to  Special  Class 
Recommended  for  transfer  from 
Special  to  Ordinary  Class 
Rot  suitable  for  Special  class 

NOTIFICATION  OF  FEEBLE-MINDED 
AND  OTHER  CHILDREN.  - Two  girls  'were 
notified  to  the  Local  Authority, 

The  County  Council,  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Regulations,  1928,  during 
the  year* 

' DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. - 
Dr.  T.  E.  Mathias,  the  school  Dental 
Surge  on , submits  the  following  table 
showing  the  number  of  children  and 
nature  of  work  done  in  the  Routine 
Age  groups.  In  addition  to  the  Rout- 
ine Group,  473  specials  and  50  Evac- 
uees were  attended  to  during  the  year. 

The  table  shows  that  there  is 
a considerable  decrease  in  the  per- 
centage cf  children  found  to  require 
treatment • 
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TREATMENT  0?  ENLARGED  TONSILS  AND 
ADENOIDS.  - Five  children  whose  parents 
were  not  subscribers  under  the  Work- 
mens T Medical  Scheme  were  referred  by 
me  to  Dr.  T.  I.  Williams,  the  Ear, 

Nose  and  Throat ' Specialist , for  oper- 
ative treatment. 

BAC  TERI 0L0G-ICAL  EaAVCENATI  ONS . - 
Number ■ of  swabs  examined  for  diph- 
theria, 49  (including  23  Evacuees.) 

MEDICAL  SmmiATION  OF  TEACHERS.  - 
5 teachers  were  medically  examined  on 
appointment  to  a school  and  were  found 
fit  for  duty. 

SCHOOL  CAMP.-  The  C i np  functioned 
as  usual  in  1939  during  cho  months  of 
May  and  September,  inclusive,  but  owing 
tc  tho  outbreak  of  war,  it  was  decided 
to  curtail  the  period  of  occupation  of 
the  camp.  The  arrangements  made  for 
the  last  contingents  of  children  were 
therefore  cancelled. 

Weather  conditions  during  the 
summer  were  distinctly  unfavourable 
but  notwithstanding  this  disadvantage 
tho  children  received  much  benefit 
from  their  stay  at  Pondinc. 

During  tno  greater  part  of  the 
month  of  August  the  camp  was  occupied 
by  School  children  from  Llanelly/ 


The  numbers  of  children  sent  "be  the 
Canp  in  1939  by  the  participating  author- 
ities were;- 


Abordare 

110 

Glamor gan  county 

251 

Abertillory 

99 

Merthyr  Tydfil 

66 

Brecon  County 

87 

Pontypridd 

108 

Carmarthen  Cty. 

76 

Rhondda 

242 

» Boro. 

40 

1074 

Gross  cost  pci*  child  for  two  weeks: 
£2.5.l0d. 

EVACUATED  CHILDREN : - At  the  outbreak 
of  war  1533  children  were  received  in 
Llanelly.  As  soon  as  practicable ;af ter 
tlieir  arrival  all  wore  medically  inspect- 
ed-. In  a small  proportion  of  cases 
verminous  conditions  were  found  at  the 
time  of  their  arrival  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  billeting  of  those 
children  in  the  Hostel,  Now  Road. 

The  children  were  effectively  treatod 
at  the  School  Clinic. 

All  the  facilities  for  medical 
inspection  and  treatment  were  avail- 
able for  the  evacuated  children  a 
special  record  being  kept  of  these 
children,  including  the  cost  of  any 
special  treatment  that  was  found  to 
be  inquired. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  original- 
number  of  evacuated  children  had  been  re- 
duced to  285  because  of  the  dcisre  cf 
parents  to  have  then  roturnod^to  their 


